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Editorial Policy 

The WINE BUSINESS CASE RESEARCH JOURNAL (WBCRJ) aims to publish exceptional 

decision-focused case studies involving real people and real events in the global wine business 

context. Multimedia cases as well as cases in traditional document format will be reviewed for 

publication.  

To be published semiannually by the Sonoma State University Wine Business Institute, the 

WBCRJ is dedicated to enhancing case research and publishing exceptional teaching cases in an 

electronic format. A unique feature of this journal is to provide an industry digest of each issue’s 

cases for dissemination, thereby informing global wine researchers and industry practitioners 

about cutting-edge challenges and possible / exemplary solutions.  

Cases will be double-blind reviewed and refereed. WBCRJ expects to accept about 20 percent of 

manuscripts submitted. Cases will be distributed electronically in an open access format. 

Instructor’s manuals, teaching notes, or other case supplements will be available solely to pre-

qualified instructors. 

Sample Case Topics 

The domain of the journal is broadly defined as teaching cases and related applied research on 

wine businesses and related support businesses within the industry. Appropriate topics 

include (but are not limited to): 

• Inter-generational leadership transitions and other family business issues 

• Entrepreneurial challenges faced by wine business start-ups  

• Marketing to wine consumers and business customers (off-premises and on-premises) 

• Managing customer relationships in the wine industry 
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• Supply chain and logistics in the wine industry 

• Financing and accounting issues pertinent to wine businesses and support organizations 

• Sustainability in wine production, processing, and product design 

• Innovations in processes, products, marketing, funding, and forms of wine organizations 

• Management information systems and e-commerce in the wine industry 

• Adoption and use of social networks by wine businesses 

• Product portfolio management  

• Strategic planning and implementation 

• Export and import strategies 

• Governance, negotiation, conflict resolution, and stakeholder relations  

• Corporate social responsibility and ethics in the wine industry 

• Human resource management issues in the wine industry 

• Leadership and organization in the wine industry 

• Navigating distribution channels for wine 

The WBCRJ prefers cases based on primary field-research sources, which may be 

supplemented by secondary source material and journalistic accounts. Disguised cases will be 

considered if the author(s) indicate clearly that the case was disguised at the request of the host 

organization. The journal does not publish fictionalized, composite, or hypothetical cases. 

Occasionally, the WBCRJ will publish papers about practical issues encountered in applied wine 

business field research.    

Submission Guidelines & Dates  

 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST – 31 January 2015 –  A one page proposal of the key 

decision around which the authors want to develop their case and a bit of information 

about the case itself 

 DUE DATE FOR COMPLETE CASES ACCOMPANIED BY AN INSTRUCTOR’S 

MANUAL – 31 May 2015  

 Planned publication dates for Volume 1, Issues 1 and 2: Spring/Summer 2016 and 

Fall/Winter 2016   

 Authors are encouraged (but not required) to attend regional, national, and international 

case writing conferences. The Editor will be attending the Western Casewriters 

conference in Kauai, HI, on March 12, 2015. Editorial board members will be available at 

other conferences to provide feedback to authors on their cases under development for 

WBCRJ. This will enable authors to receive and respond to feedback on their cases 

either prior to submission or in real-time, i.e., as authors are responding to reviewer 

comments. For further information about a potential submission, please contact: Armand 

Gilinsky, gilinsky@sonoma.edu  
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